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Questions # 1:

The AICP membership of a certified planner must be revoked if:

Options:

 A.

The planner is convicted of a serious crime as defined by the AICP Ethics Code.

 B.

The planner is accused of violating an aspirational principle in the AICP Ethics Code.

 C.

The planner has not completed their bi-annual certification maintenance credits by the
deadline.

 D.

The planner’s state-issued professional license has been revoked or suspended.

Answer

A
Explanation

TheAICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct(2022) outlines specific conditions under
which membership must be revoked. Section E, Rule of Conduct 25 states, “A planner’s
certification shall be revoked if the planner is convicted of a serious crime, as defined in
the AICP Ethics Code.” A serious crime includes felonies or crimes involving moral
turpitude (e.g., fraud, bribery), which directly impact professional integrity. Option A aligns
with this rule. Option B (accused of violating an aspirational principle) does not mandate
revocation—violations of aspirational principles are not enforceable, unlike rules of
conduct, and accusations alone do not trigger revocation. Option C (not completing
certification maintenance credits) may result in suspension, but revocation requires a
formal process and is not automatic. Option D (revoked state license) does not
automatically revoke AICP membership, as AICP certification is independent of state
licensure. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms, “AICP membership must be revoked
upon conviction of a serious crime, as it undermines the profession’s integrity,” supporting
option A.

[References: AICP Code of Ethics (2022), CPC Study Manual (2024), APA AICP Certification
Exam Content Outline (2022)., ]
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Questions # 2:

The Federal Fair Housing Act passed in 1968 and last amended in 1988 prohibits
discrimination on the basis of:

Options:

 A.

Race, color, sex, sexual orientation, disability, and religion.

 B.

Race, color, sex, religion, and national origin.

 C.

Race, color, sex, religion, national origin, familial status, and disability.

 D.

Race, color, religion, national origin, marital status, and disability.

Answer

C
Explanation

The Federal Fair Housing Act (FHA), enacted in 1968 and amended in 1988, prohibits
discrimination in housing based on specific protected classes. The original 1968 Act
covered race, color, religion, and national origin, while the 1988 amendment added sex,
familial status (e.g., families with children), and disability. Option C accurately lists all
seven protected classes: race, color, sex, religion, national origin, familial status, and
disability. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under “Fundamental
Planning Knowledge,” states, “The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination based on race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status, and disability.” Option A includes sexual
orientation, which is not covered under the FHA (though it may be covered by other laws).
Option B omits familial status and disability, and option D includes marital status (not
protected) while omitting sex and familial status. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms,
“The FHA, as amended in 1988, protects against discrimination on race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, familial status, and disability,” supporting option C.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Fair Housing., ]
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Questions # 3:

A city is working to create a form-based code for their commercial district. What standard is
typically included in this planning approach that would not be found in a Euclidean-based
code?

Options:

 A.

Parking ratios

 B.

Use regulations

 C.

Setback restrictions

 D.

Building typologies

Answer

D
Explanation

Form-based codes (FBCs) focus on the physical form and design of buildings rather than
their use, which is a key distinction from Euclidean zoning. Euclidean zoning, named after
the 1926 caseVillage of Euclid v. Ambler Realty Co., primarily regulates land use (e.g.,
residential, commercial, industrial) and includes standards like parking ratios, use
regulations, and setback restrictions to separate uses and control density. In contrast,
form-based codes emphasize the shape, scale, and design of buildings to create a
cohesive urban environment. Building typologies—standards that define the types of
buildings (e.g., mixed-use structures, townhouses) based on their form and
placement—are a hallmark of FBCs and are not typically found in Euclidean codes, which
focus on separating uses rather than prescribing building forms. According to the
APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under “Areas of Practice,” FBCs are
noted for their emphasis on “regulating the physical form of development rather than land
use,” directly supporting the inclusion of building typologies as a distinguishing feature.
Additionally, theForm-Based Codes Institute(referenced in APA study materials) defines
FBCs as prioritizing “building types and their relationship to the street,” which aligns with
option D.
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[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), Form-Based Codes
Institute, APA PAS Report on Form-Based Codes., ]

Questions # 4:

The largest water user of Colorado River water is:

Options:

 A.

Oil and gas.

 B.

Agriculture.

 C.

Industrial.

 D.

Housing.

Answer

B
Explanation

Agriculture is the largest user of Colorado River water, accounting for about 70–80% of its
withdrawals, primarily for irrigation in states like California and Arizona. Option B
(agriculture) is correct. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under
“Areas of Practice,” notes, “Agriculture is the dominant user of Colorado River water, far
exceeding other sectors like housing or industry.” Option A (oil and gas) and C (industrial)
use significantly less water. Option D (housing) accounts for a smaller share, mainly for
municipal use. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms, “Agriculture uses the majority of
Colorado River water, supporting irrigation in the Southwest,” supporting option B.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Water Resource Management., ]

Questions # 5:
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In establishing program evaluation criteria, the hierarchy of concepts from broader to more
detailed and operational is:

Options:

 A.

Objectives, goals, criteria, measures.

 B.

Criteria, goals, objectives, measures.

 C.

Goals, objectives, criteria, measures.

 D.

Measures, criteria, objectives, goals.

Answer

C
Explanation

Program evaluation criteria follow a hierarchy from broad to specific: goals (broad aims),
objectives (specific targets), criteria (standards for assessment), and measures
(quantifiable indicators). Option C (goals, objectives, criteria, measures) correctly reflects
this order. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under “Plan and
Policy Development,” states, “The hierarchy for program evaluation is goals (broadest),
objectives (specific targets), criteria (evaluation standards), and measures (operational
metrics).” Options A, B, and D invert this logical progression—e.g., measures cannot
precede criteria or objectives. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms, “Evaluation criteria
follow the hierarchy of goals, objectives, criteria,and measures, moving from broad to
operational,” supporting option C.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Program Evaluation., ]

Questions # 6:

Factual statements of the actual and perceived benefits of planning are referred to as:
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Options:

 A.

Proof points.

 B.

Impact analyses.

 C.

Performance indicators.

 D.

Evaluation criteria.

Answer

A
Explanation

Factual statements highlighting the benefits of planning, both actual and perceived, are
called proof points, used to demonstrate planning’s value to stakeholders. Option A (proof
points) is correct. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under
“Fundamental Planning Knowledge,” defines proof points as “factual statements that
illustrate the actual and perceived benefits of planning.” Option B (impact analyses)
assesses specific project impacts, not general benefits. Option C (performance indicators)
measures outcomes, not benefits statements. Option D (evaluation criteria) sets standards
for assessment, not statements. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms, “Proof points are
statements that showcase the benefits of planning to build support,” supporting option A.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Planning Advocacy., ]

Questions # 7:

In a plan presentation, which of the following ways of responding to hostile comments would
be least helpful in reducing the level of hostility?

Options:

 A.

Debating the facts with the maker of the comments
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 B.

Tabling the matter for further study

 C.

Agreeing with the complaint raised

 D.

Explaining the facts in a different way

Answer

A
Explanation

Reducing hostility during a plan presentation requires de-escalation and constructive
engagement. Option A (debating the facts) is least helpful, as it can escalate tension by
appearing confrontational. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under
“Communication and Interaction,” advises, “When facing hostile comments, avoid
debating, as it can increase conflict; instead, use techniques like tabling, agreeing, or re-
explaining.” Option B (tabling for study) shows willingness to consider concerns. Option C
(agreeing with the complaint) validates the commenter, reducing hostility. Option D
(explaining facts differently) seeks understanding without confrontation. TheCPC Study
Manual(2024) states, “Debating hostile comments often escalates conflict, making it the
least effective response,” supporting option A.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Public Engagement Strategies., ]

Questions # 8:

The AICP Ethics Officer is authorized by the AICP Code of Ethics to do which of the following?

Options:

 A.

Provide written advice to a member

 B.

Provide informal advice to a member

 C.
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Make minor revisions to the AICP Code of Ethics

 D.

Issue formal advisory opinions

Answer

B
Explanation

TheAICP Code of Ethics(2022), Section E, Procedure 3, states, “The Ethics Officer may
provide informal advice to members on ethical questions.” Option B (provide informal
advice) is correct. Option A (written advice) is not specified—formal written advice is
typically an advisory opinion, which only the Ethics Committee can issue (Option D).
Option C (make revisions) is not within the Ethics Officer’s authority; revisions require
broader AICP governance. Option D (formal advisory opinions) is incorrect, as Section E,
Procedure 4, reserves this for the Ethics Committee. TheCPC Study Manual(2024)
confirms, “The AICP Ethics Officer is authorized to provide informal advice to members,
but formal opinions are issued by the Ethics Committee,” supporting option B.

[References: AICP Code of Ethics (2022), CPC Study Manual (2024), APA AICP Certification
Exam Content Outline (2022)., ]

Questions # 9:

What role does the professional planner play in effectively facilitating the flow of ideas,
information, and understanding within and among organizations, groups, and individuals?

Options:

 A.

Rely on specialists within the organization(s) to facilitate collaboration

 B.

Disregard organizational structures and norms that could impede collaboration

 C.

Consider only formal techniques or communications strategies during collaboration

 D.

Utilize informal techniques to explain complex issues in lay terms during collaboration
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Answer

D
Explanation

Planners facilitate understanding by making complex planning issues accessible to diverse
audiences. Option D (utilize informal techniques to explain complex issues in lay terms)
reflects this role, as planners often use simple language and informal methods (e.g.,
storytelling, visuals) to bridge understanding. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content
Outline(2022), under “Communication and Interaction,” states, “Planners facilitate
understanding by using informal techniques to explain complex issues in lay terms,
ensuring effective collaboration.” Option A (rely on specialists) shifts responsibility away
from the planner. Option B (disregard structures) is unprofessional and ignores context.
Option C (formal techniques only) limits effective communication. TheCPC Study
Manual(2024) confirms, “Planners play a key role in facilitating understanding by using
informal methods to explain issues in lay terms,” supporting option D.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Communication Strategies., ]

Questions # 10:

Local residents are concerned about the increased consumption of energy. The city council
has directed the planning staff to make recommendations to limit or reduce energy use by the
city and its residents. For this study, the best statement of the city council’s goals would
center on the:

Options:

 A.

Residents’ concerns about rising energy usage and prices.

 B.

Need to improve ridership on the bus system.

 C.

Need to reduce municipal energy expenditures.

 D.

Need to reduce energy use throughout the city.
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Answer

D
Explanation

The city council’s directive to “limit or reduce energy use by the city and its residents”
focuses on a broad goal of energy reduction across the entire community. Option D (need
to reduce energy use throughout the city) best reflects this comprehensive objective. The
APA’sAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under “Plan and Policy
Development,” states, “When addressing energy concerns, the goal should encompass
reducing energy use citywide, covering both municipal and resident consumption.” Option
A (residents’ concerns) is a motivation, not the goal. Option B (bus ridership) is a specific
strategy, not the goal. Option C (municipal expenditures) is too narrow, as the directive
includes residents. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirms, “The goal of reducing energy
use should address both city and resident consumption, focusing on the entire
community,” supporting option D.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Energy Planning., ]

Questions # 11:

Which of the following governmental programs has produced comparatively few unintended
negative impacts to existing neighborhoods?

Options:

 A.

Federal flood insurance programs

 B.

Community development block grants

 C.

Interstate highways

 D.

Urban renewal
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Answer

B
Explanation

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), established in 1974, provide flexible
funding for housing, infrastructure, and economic development with minimal unintended
negative impacts, as they are locally controlled and often target revitalization without
displacement. Option B (CDBG) fits this description. The APA’sAICP Certification Exam
Content Outline(2022), under “Fundamental Planning Knowledge,” notes, “CDBG
programs have fewer unintended negative impacts on neighborhoods, as they support
local priorities without large-scale disruption.” Option A (flood insurance) can encourage
development in flood-prone areas, leading to risk. Option C (interstate highways) often
divided neighborhoods and caused displacement. Option D (urban renewal) led to
widespread demolition and displacement in the mid-20th century. TheCPC Study
Manual(2024) states, “CDBG programs are noted for minimal negative impacts, unlike
urban renewal or highways,” supporting option B.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Federal Programs., ]

Questions # 12:

Which of the following is the primary objective of aligning multiple capital improvement
projects in land use planning?

Options:

 A.

To create funding competition among distinct projects

 B.

To increase the complexity of individual projects

 C.

To streamline financial auditing of projects

 D.

To achieve efficiency and effectiveness
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Answer

D
Explanation

Aligning multiple capital improvement projects (CIPs) in land use planning aims to
coordinate infrastructure development (e.g., roads, utilities) with land use goals to
maximize efficiency and effectiveness. This ensures that projects support each other,
reduce redundancies, and align with the community’s long-term vision. The APA’sAICP
Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under “Plan Implementation,” states that the
purpose of coordinating CIPs is “to achieve efficiency and effectiveness in the use of public
resources and to support land use goals.” Option D directly reflects this goal. Option A
(funding competition) undermines coordination, as competition can lead to inefficiencies.
Option B (increasing complexity) is counterproductive to the purpose of alignment, which
seeks to simplify and streamline efforts. Option C (streamlining financial auditing) may be
a secondary benefit but is not the primary objective. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) further
supports this by noting that “coordinating CIPs ensures efficient use of resources and
effective implementation of the comprehensive plan,” confirming option D.

[References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual
(2024), APA PAS Report on Capital Improvement Planning., ]
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